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We would like to wish you all a very Happy Christmas and all the best for 2012. We have had a very busy term and are now ready to welcome the New Year. We thank the children for all their wonderful work so far this year and you the parents for all your support.
Christmas Concerts
All the Junior Infant children have worked very hard for the past month practising for their Nativity play.  They will perform their play on Tuesday 20th December at 11:30a.m.  All their parents are welcome. Well done to the children and their teachers.
Senior Infants will perform “A Wriggly Nativity” on Wednesday 21st December at 11:30a.m.  They have been rehearsing lines and songs for the past few weeks and are looking forward to their moment on the stage.  All parents are welcome.  Well done to all the children and their teachers.
Well done to the First Class children who will perform carols, poems and jokes for some of the other classes in the school during Christmas week.
There will be a Carol Service for the children to celebrate Christmas. It will give the children a chance to reflect on the real meaning of Christmas and to keep those in need in our thoughts over the Christmas period. It will take place at 2pm on Wednesday 21st December in the school hall. This is just for the children as space is limited.
All performances are in the school hall.
Events during the term
Board of Management: The new school Board of Management took over management of the school on December 1st.  

The new Chairperson is Catherine Webster who was selected by our Patron Bishop Michael Smith along with his other nominee Sister Marie Louise Moore.  The parent nominees are Eddie Murphy and Breda Lynch.  The teacher nominees are Principal Mary Walsh and Clare Smith.  The community representatives are Sean Holland and John Harrington.  The term of office for the board is four years and all members work in a voluntary capacity to manage the school.

The school would like to thank the previous board members Geraldine Honan (Chairperson), Denise Kilcoyne (teacher nominee), Tracey Lyle (parent nominee) who worked so tirelessly during their time on the board.
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Parking:   A new pelican crossing is soon to come into operation on Railway Street outside our school avenue gates. This has meant a widening of the footpaths in that area with new parking restrictions. We remind parents that parking on yellow lines is illegal and may result in parking fines. 

We ask that all parents collecting children from the school think of the safety of our pupils and park in a safe manner –not on paths used by pedestrians or families with buggies. There must be free access to our gate at all times in case of an emergency.  
Knitting the Generations Together 
(written by Clayton O' Sullivan)
On Wednesday, 21st September 2011, I went to the National Museum for the launch of a project called “Knitting the Generations Together”. When we went into the museum Mary McAleese's brother Damien welcomed us. We waited for around fifteen minutes before David Coleman made a speech. After the speeches we went out to a bus with a knitted jumper on it. We went into the bus. It was cool! There were lots of knitted teddies in there. It was an honour to represent my school.
Parent Teacher Meetings
Our school’s formal Parent Teacher Meetings took place on Thursday 17th and Thursday 24th November 2011.  This provided class teachers and parents with an opportunity to discuss the children’s strengths and weaknesses in their learning styles.
Our school welcomes parental involvement in our pupils’ education. If you ever need to discuss any issue or concern with your child’s class teacher it is best to contact the school office for an appointment time with the teacher. This gives you and the teacher an opportunity to talk in a private setting undisturbed.  We do not advise that teachers be delayed in the morning when collecting their class lines or during their teaching day by parents calling without an appointment.   
Mass to remember those who have died
During November we had a mass in St. Mary’s Church to remember those who have died in our school community. Thanks to the children who took part in the Mass and those who helped to prepare for it.
Author's Visit
The Author Alan Early who wrote the book “Arthur Quinn and the World Serpent” which 4th class are reading came to visit Ms. Fitzpatrick's class on Tuesday 30th November. Alan read some of the book to the children. The children got to ask him questions about his book and being an author.
St. Vincent de Paul hampers
Thank you very much for supporting the 
St. Vincent de Paul hampers. This year these donations will be particularly needed by families for Christmas. Everyone has been extremely generous.
Christmas Pantomime
The children from Junior Infants, Senior Infants and First Class  went to the Christmas Pantomime in the School  Hall. The pantomime performed was Aladdin and was presented by The West Midlands Theatre Company. The children really enjoyed this and it marked the beginning of the Christmas season.
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6th Class visit Brú na Bóinne
On Monday 5th December and Tuesday 6th December our 6th Classes visited The Brú na Bóinne Visitors’ Centre at Newgrange. This was a great learning experience. The children got a tour of the Visitors’ Centre and the tombs and chambers. The children got to learn about how our ancestors lived and survived. They got a chance to see megalithic art first hand. The children really enjoyed the trip.
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Junior Infants delivered our recycled batteries to Solstice
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Thank you all for bringing in your used batteries. Our Junior Infants brought them to Solstice and while they were there a special visitor arrived. SANTA. All the children got to meet Santa and all received a present.
Meath Travellers’ Workshop Open Day
The Children from First Class went to the Meath Travellers’ Workshop Open Day.  They were brought on a tour and got to see how Travellers lived in the past. The children were also delighted to get some home-made treats.

SPORT
Hurling Blitz
On November 28th Ms. Smith's Third Class went to Simonstown GAA grounds to take part in an indoor hurling blitz. Other children from Navan also took part. It gave the children an opportunity to learn a new sport. The children really enjoyed the experience.
Training times for next term.
Tuesday Lunchtime -U10 Girls Handball
Tuesday 3pm-4pm -U11 and Senior Girls
Wednesday 3pm-4pm U10 Boys Handball
Thursday 3pm-4pm Senior Boys
Well Done to all the children who have participated in training during the past term and looking forward to seeing you all involved in January. Thanks to all those teachers who give up their time to train sports teams.
All our best wishes and looking forward to seeing you all in the New Year.

